‘Waste to Wealth’ Program ( 01st & 02rd August 2023 ) under Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) at Space Applications Centre

“Waste to wealth’ Lifestyle for Environment (LiFE) theme program was organized
under the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) by Space Applications Centre
(SAC) jointly with Gujarat Council on Science & Technology (GUJCOST) & Gujarat
Council of Science City on 01st & 02rd August 2023 from 14:00 hrs onwards at
Auditorium-01 & 02 of Gujarat Science City on both days.

The outline of this entire program was prepared at Space Applications Centre, our aim
was to create an awareness about Waste to wealth LiFE theme among school students.
GUJCOST & Science City acted as the perfect support that we required for organizing
this program on large scale. We conducted many competitions like colouring &
drawing competition on day-01 and elocution and model making Competition on day-
02 of the program, for school students of Class-1st to 12th. The participations that we
received from school students including their teachers, parents and mentors were very
overwhelming. To encourage the students, winners of each competition were awarded
with prizes on the same day.

The two days program was received very well by the audience and presence of Shri
Nilesh Desai- Distinguished Scientist & Director SAC, Shri | B Vadar- Additional
Collector & Executive Director, Gujarat Council of Science City & Dr Narottam
Sahoo- Advisor & Member Secretary GUJCOST on day-02 of this program added

even more charm to this event. It was pleasure and priviledge that dignitaries have
graced the occasion with their presence to motivate the children.

To create more awareness about the ‘waste to wealth’” LiFE theme, we also have
planned two guest lectures for school students on both the days. On first day, Ms.

Hetanshi Bhavsar from NEPRA gave brief insights and apprised students about the
adverse impact of usage of plastic on our environment. Dr Neeraj Agarwal from SAC

gave an expert talk on day-02 of this program, he made our students aware about
various ways to convert waste to wealth through global statistics.

The program to create awareness among school students was organised by 'Waste to
wealth' Committee of AKAM at Space Applications Centre (SAC), Chaired by Shri
Ravi Kumar Varma and Smt Richa Srivastava Member Secretary AKAM@SAC, co-

ordinated this entire program with GUJCOST & Gujarat Science City, on behalf of
AKAM Standing Committee at SAC. This Organizing Committee worked under the
overall guidance of Shri Nilesh M Desai, Director SAC & Dr Dhani Ram Rajak,

Chairman AKAM@SAC.



[ DAY-01: 01t August 2023 ]

Large no. of students from various schools
of Gujarat have gathered in Auditorium-01
of Gujarat Science City. Program Started
with Mrs Richa Srivastava, Member

Secretary, AKAM@SAC served as an

Anchor and welcomed the gathering
joined with us that
day and invited the
dignitaries on dias.

This was followed
by felicitation with

a bouquet as a
token of our
respect.

We started the event on an auspicious note by
lighting the lamp and Saraswati Vandana.

Shri Ravi Kumar Varma,
Chairman Organising
Committee for ‘Waste to
Wealth” program of
AKAM@SAC, delivered

the  formal  welcome
address where he gave
warm welcome to all the
audience and participants,
who joined our program.



Shri Vrajesh Parikh, General Manager,
Science  Popularization,  Gujarat
Council of Science City and Shri Pavit
Shah, Scientific Officer, GUJCOST
addressed the audience and gave them

details about their organization and how
these events will impact the students

positively.

Dr Dhani Ram
Rajak, Chairman, Standing Committee, AKAM@SAC gave the

brief introduction about the waste to wealth program alongwith all
the other events/ activities conducted since past two years by SAC
under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav =
celebrations. We, at SAC celebrated —_—-
around more than 60 events/ activities v
under AKAM.

Ms Hetanshi "' N R £
Bhavsar from ) g
% NEPRA was then
felicitated by
\ Chairman,

- AKAM@SAC prior to

o the talk. The talk
delivered by her was
educative and

entertaining. As a token of appreciation, Organising
Committee presented memento to her. Soon after the talk, colourmg & drawing
competitions were conducted. :




Students enjoyed participating
in these competitions as this
gave them fun filled learning
experience. Based on the
theme, Quiz Competition was also conducted for the
participants. Prizes were awarded to winners of

various competitions after the quiz competition and ¢

participation certificates were also given ’
encourage them as they contributed to the theme of =
‘Waste to Wealth” under AKAM.
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[ DAY-02: 0274 August 2023 ]

We were back with exciting competitions
ie. elocution & model making
competitions for school students on
second day of the program. Smt Richa
Srivastava served as an Anchor and Shri
Ravi Kumar Varma delivered the formal

welcome address to the audience who
joined with us on day-2 of our program.

Talk was delivered by Dr Neeraj Agarwal, Senior Scientist at SAC. He emphasized
on various aspects like how plastic waste affects the oceans and ways to monitor the
same. He also presented some of the fascinating global statistics to throw light on
waste management in other countries and India.

AHMEDABAD



After the talk, elocution and model making competitions began where participating
students performed in an excellent manner which amazed our jury. The students
participated in the elocution competition were very aware about the theme “waste to
wealth” and they included the following in their speech : importance of waste
management, segregation of waste, current Government Policies towards promoting
and creating awareness about waste to wealth, contribution of private players towards
it, participation of people of India in achieving it etc.
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The models made by students were very innovative and the way they explained the
concept behind it was amazing.



The participating students alongwith their parents, teachers, mentors etc, also had the
privilege to listen to dignitaries who graced the occasion with their presence. Inspite

of their busy schedule, they take out time to share their words of wisdom with
children.

Mrs Richa Srivastava, Member Secretary AKAM@SAC, invited the dignitaries on

the stage followed by felicitation through bouquet as flowers represent both warmth
and welcome.




As we moved further, Dr Dhani Ram Rajak, Chairman AKAM@SAC

addressed the gathering and gave our audience brief highlights about
the program.

Dr Narottam Sahoo, Advisor & Member - LS
Secretary, GUJCOST addressed the gathering and

motivated the children. He also made them understand the
importance of science and technology in future
development of our nation. We also had _ »
with us Shri | B Vadar- Additional ©

Collector & Executive Director, Gujarat

Council of Science City.
fam This event created mass awareness in the
‘ audience about ‘waste to wealth’ LiFE %

theme of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

The audience seemed very excited to listen to Shri
Nilesh M Desai, Distinguished Scientist and
Director, SAC. In his address, Director SAC made

the audience aware about the events/ programs that
SAC (ISRO) organized, under the banner of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) and how positively these
programs have impacted the society at large from
young school students to graduates etc. In addition
to it, he also highlighted the efforts and achievements
of ISRO scientists that brought laurels to our nation.
He also brought out in brief about latest
Chandrayaan-3 mission including the contributions
of Space Applications Centre in the same.
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This was a unique opportunity for all the school students where they get the chance
to listen to such eminent scientists and great personalities. Then comes the time for
prizes to be awarded to winners of various competitions held on day-02 of this
program.
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The keen interest and enthusiasm exhibited by the participating school students made
this ‘waste to wealth” AKAM event HUGE SUCCESS.
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